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This paper is a brief account of this author's first-hand experience as a witness to a synthetic drug 
known by two street names: K2 and Spice. Government sources equate this drug with other 
proper nouns such as 'synthetic cannabis' and 'cathinones' (e.g. DoJ, 2020). 


This writer's concern about K2 centers on the cheapness and easy availability of this all-powerful 
psychedelic drug. First-time users may experience a lucid hallucinogenic 'trip' for about thirty 
cents (USD). This initial euphoria lasts about 30 minutes. The 'come down' (minor euphoria) may 
last several hours. I question whether this low-cost, destructive illicit drug is subsidized by 
powerful entities who aim to socially engineer chaos - i.e., corrode America's social fabric from 
within. These may include the usual anti-America apex mobsters such as the Nazi House of 
Windsor, Venetian Mafia, Beijing, and rogue operatives in certain agencies (e.g. Jericho, 2020). 


Background 


This paper is based on this writer's experience sleeping in a space that is frequented by K2 users 
and providers. Prior to utilizing this shared space, this writer had no association - direct or 
indirect, with these people. Prior to 2020, this author had never heard of the drug K2/Spice. 
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Observations in this paper are first-hand accounts. This writer twice sat on a street corner where 
K2 is openly traded, often in full visibility of police officers who are stationed about 40 meters 
away. I was invited to observe this location by a buyer and seller. Furthermore, I was present on 
about 70 occasions when K2 was smoked. This includes time spent on the above-mentioned 
street corner and among acquaintances in surrounding streets and within a private dwelling. 


My first-hand primary data set is relatively small. Seasoned K2 users and providers who engaged 
me during the times that I observed K2 scenes assure me that I can extrapolate their discussions 
- i.e., I may confidently generalize their all-knowing oral accounts of the habits of new K2 users 
and habitual users. This includes patterns about K2 consumption over the short- to long term. 


Method 


This paper merely lists objective observations in context. It does not offer prescriptive 
suggestions. I do not rationalize observations by drawing from biomedical science and allied 
fields such as psychotherapy. This author does not hold qualifications in bioscience or allied 
fields. Readers consult simple anecdotal observations in this paper entirely at their own risk. 



Some K2 is sold on America's streets in 
colorful bags such as these. 


Source: drugabuse.gov 
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Substance 

Per the image below, K2 looks like dried tobacco. It is usually a dull greenish brown hue. 


DEA (2020) 

Most K2 users smoke this drug. A minute percentage may ingest this substance via other modes 
such as eating it or brewing it in a drink such as tea. 



Cost 

K2 may be purchased as a loose product sold in a container such as a sealed plastic sandwich bag. 
It may be purchased as pre-rolled sticks. In most cases, the size of these sticks is similar as a roll- 
your-own tobacco cigarette that uses a tobacco paper brand such as Raw or Rizia. 


The street price of one stick is about USD1.50 to USDS.00. As with most products, discounts can 
be obtained from a bulk purchase. A stick costs about $1.50 each to make at home, with your 
own tobacco paper, if you purchase a bag of loose K2 'leaves' that costs about $10 (USD). The 
image on the prior page depicts a quantity of K2 that sells on the streets for about USD$10-15. 
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Legality 


It is a federal offense to manufacture or distribute "synthetic drugs" in America without a license 
sponsored by an authority such as the Food and Drug Administration (Department of Justice, 
2020). This .gov image is an example that clarifies the jurisdictional breadth of this illegality. 


K2 is packaged under numerous brand names, including; Spice, Green Giant, Bizarro, 
Geeked Up, Smacked, and AK-47. In New York State, it is illegal to possess, sell, offer to 
sell, or manufacture synthetic cannabinoids. 

wwwl .nyc.gov > site > doh > health > health-topics > k2 

K2 - NYC Health - NYC.gov 


The image above clarifies that it is illegal to possess K2 in New York State. 


Bio-responses 


Most K2 users inhale (i.e. 'draw') one puff of K2 per round of usage. Experienced smokers may 
draw two puffs a few seconds or so apart. One puff equates to approximately 40% intake that a 
tobacco smoker would inhale on average, smoking a lawful tobacco brand such as Marlboro. A 
first-time K2 user could achieve euphoria from a single puff that is about 33% (one third) the 
quantity that a tobacco smoker would inhale on average, smoking a lawful cigarette brand. 
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Most K2 users experience some sort of psychedelic response from smoking. Onset usually occurs 
within about two minutes of ingestion when smoked. It is common for the smoker to close their 
eyes and drop their face/chin or lie down during this scenario. Some smokers may lose control of 
their posture. They may shake, stomp their feet, or tilt their body if they remain standing. 


These so-called trips last around five to forty-five minutes. Regular users are more likely to 
experience shorter psychedelic trips than first-time users and occasional users. 


The conclusion of a psychedelic trip (euphoria) usually leads to a come down state where the 
person remains in a state of high alert. They may remain calm and feel content during this period. 
It is common for responders to make comments like "time doesn't matter" and "I feel so relaxed 
that I don't worry about my problems anymore." Some users state that this attitude explains the 
appeal of K2. It may act as a cheap opioid that does not require a physician's prescription. 


On dozens of occasions I witnessed K2 users display the following reactions to smoking K2: 


• Loss of control over their body; e.g. collapse; uncontrolled shaking of limbs; 

• Switching from a state of relative calm to a state of anxiety, anger, fear, and paranoia; 

• Shallow breathing that is audible to the smoker and witnesses; 

• Panic statements that the smoker is having trouble breathing. 
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Smokers inform me that they do not know why some of these events, above, occur only 
sometimes. For example, taking the same dose from the same cigarette on the same day may 
produce some symptoms, above, after one puff, but not hours later from an equal size dose. 


Tolerance 

Most first-time users of K2 would probably be averse to smoking the equivalent of more than 
three K2 sticks during their first 24 hours of initial exposure. Most first-time users could obtain 
about six psychedelic trips, of about 30 minutes duration each, from one K2 stick. This writer 
engaged with a daily K2 smoker. S/he smoked approximately 20 sticks a day when they had 
unlimited access to K2 and could fund this habit. S/he informs me that daily K2 smokers build a 
tolerance. Furthermore, most K2 addicts end up living "to chase their next K2 high". 


This addict became highly agitated when they had finished their K2 supply and had no access to 
funds. S/he attempted to form an intimate emotional relationship with this writer after s/he had 
exhausted all avenues of appeal to extract $10 from other sources. This invitation seemed to 
include an option to join his/her relationship with his/her romantic partner who was in 
immediate proximity at the time this offer was made. 
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Self-destruction 

This writer engaged homeless K2 users who live on the street. It is common for K2 smokers to 
self-identify ways that their drug addiction is corroding their life. Examples are: 

• Serious damage to physical and emotional health; 

• Exhausting income and savings to fund their habit; 

• Being dismissed from work and/or being unable to succeed with job applications; 

• Rejection from family, friends and other associates; 

• Resorting to crime to fund their addiction; 

• Lacking motivation to address daily routines such as housework and personal hygiene. 

Heavy K2 users may wish to reduce or cease consumption of this drug. The bullet points above 
capture the most popular reasons cited for this desire. Users concur that not all psychedelic trips 
are pleasant. In colloquial terms, users stated that they often have a "bad trip" from some K2 
sessions. This was cited by one semi-regular user as a major reason to quit smoking K2. 

Disclosure 

There is no agenda to name, shame or expose any person who engages K2. This paper does not 
implicitly or explicitly name a national, provincial, or county jurisdiction that has oversight of 
where I witnessed K2. Specific details about names, dates, places, and times shall not be disclosed 
to any individual or collective under any circumstances - without exception. 
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Gratitude 

I am grateful to those who engaged during this spontaneous mini 
ethnography. Halfway into this venture, I decided that I desired to 
share my interesting K2 experiences with the online community. 

I remained welcome to socialize with these K2 smokers - people - after disclosing this interest. 
Again, thanks for sticking your necks out for me. I love you all. Yours, wh***Tr*** 
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